The Economy of Motor Transport
heavy. In doing so, however, it is made incumbent that a
minimum consignment of a specified number of maunds
has to be loaded. Similarly, when consignments are made
as per wagon load, a minimum load per wagon is fixed. To
add to this, packing conditions have to be complied with.
All these restrictions are not to be found in the ease of
motor traffic. Inspite of these precautions, there is
considerable fear of damage due to the shunting operations
attendant on taking-on and laying-off of wagons. Where
the articles are fragile this danger of loss is greatest.
Lastly, there is no need for classification of goods as on
the railways. It is in the matter of classification that
there is sometimes grave cause for complaint since the
railway may place a commodity in a lower class, thus
inflicting a higher rate.
A further point in favour of road undertakings is that
the road vehicles can concentrate on those routes where
traffic is heaviest. Not so with the railway. "Whatever be
the financial position of a line, it has to be operated, else
it must be scrapped. A number of branch lines that were
once constructed in the belief that they would pay their
way are now found to be a drag on the railway
administrations, necessitating their closure. In 1938, the
Railway Board suggested that a number of branch lines
of which the Cuddalore-Vriddhachalam branch line was
one, should be closed down. These proposals, however,
have not yet been put into practice. The closure of a
line would represent an untold loss for a company. The
running track would have to be torn up, the standing
appurtenances such as signals etc. and the station build-
ings, all would go to waste. All these do not arise in
the case of motor traffic, for, if one route fails to be
profitable resort may be had to another. The tendency,
therefore, would be for road vehicles to concentrate on the
most paying routes so as to take the cream off the traffic,
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